Current Intern/Volunteer Openings 

with Empower San Diego

Join Empower San Diego’s Intern Team!


To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org

Community Outreach/Student Organizing Internship –Help lead the development of the EMPOWERStudents! outreach and organizing activities.

-Under the supervision of Empower Staff, this intern will help coordinate:

Outreach to individual students and student organizations on campuses throughout San Diego

· Recruitment of volunteers within student groups and community groups to assist in programs and events

· Community Events - Coordinating Empower outreach for voter education efforts at local concerts (with partner Headcount) and other venues

· Development and implementation of online advocacy campaigns

· Other related duties, including preparing outreach materials  

· Employing facebook and Twitter to organize EmpowerStudents!
All interns will participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.

Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week for at least 5-6 months.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the design of materials and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.
A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action

- Experience with community organizing, especially in underserved/low-income communities is preferred.
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Have affinity for working with innovative social networking tools 
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org

Online Communications Internship – Help lead the production and distribution of email communications to members and the updating of the organization’s website.

-In collaboration with the Communications Volunteer/Intern team and EMPOWER Staff, the Online Communications Intern will:

· Website updates

· Keeping Newsletter design current

· Posting blog entries

· Preparing Newsletter/e-newsletter for distribution  

· Research of free website design resources

Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week for at least 3-4 months.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the production of communications and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe, such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional.  Experience with HTML, blogging, website editors, and graphic design is a definite plus. Experience with the Microsoft Office and design programs, such as Microsoft Publisher or Adobe Photoshop or Illustrator, is preferred. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite must, both for the organization and the intern.

A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action

- Experience with community organizing, especially in underserved/low-income communities is preferred.
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Have affinity for working with innovative social networking tools 
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org

Voter Engagement Internship – Help lead the EMPOWERStudents! 2010 Civic Matters Campaign by doing voter registration and education in preparation for the June 8th Primary Election.

-Under the supervision of Empower Staff, this intern will:
· Outreach to individual students and student organizations on campuses throughout San Diego

· Recruitment of volunteers within student groups and community groups to assist in programs and events

· Community Events - Coordinating Empower outreach for voter education efforts at local concerts (with partner Headcount) and other venues

· Other related duties, including preparing outreach materials  

· Employing facebook and Twitter to organize EmpowerStudents!
All interns will participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.

Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week at least through June 8th, 2010.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the design of materials and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.
A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to take risks 

- Experience with community organizing, especially in underserved/low-income communities is helpful.
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Have affinity for working with innovative social networking tools 
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Youth Mentoring Internship – Guide a group of high school students with community service projects such as voter education or census education, while also fostering an interest in politics.

-Under the supervision of Empower Staff, this internship entails working for EMPOWERStudents!, a branch of the nonprofit organization EMPOWER San Diego. As an intern you will work with high school students at as an after-school programs mentor to assist them with community service projects such as voter education or census education, while also fostering an interest in politics. Interns will help students make an action plan and connect to resources within the community. Through working with students, an intern will enhance their interpersonal skills, communication abilities, and knowledge of local and state affairs. This is a great opportunity for those interested in politics, nonprofit organizations, and/or youth education.  Intern will also be required to attend weekly intern program meetings and weekly student group meetings.  All interns will participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.

Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week during the school year.  This will include attending student organization meetings and weekly meetings with staff and interns.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.
Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.  The intern must be comfortable working with teenagers, have basic computer skills, and an interest in community service.  The intern must also pass a Tuberculosis test and background check.

A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Experience with community organizing, especially in underserved/low-income communities is helpful.
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Have affinity for working with innovative social networking tools 
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus, but not required

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Viral Video Production Internship – Lead the filming, interviewing and editing for online and viral videos to get the word out about elections and programs.  Videos will be posted on EMPOWER’s website, YouTube, and other social media outlets.  All interns participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.
Time Commitment: Interns will be asked to commit to 10-15 hours per week.  This will include meetings with other interns, staff and board members to discuss projects and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe, such arrangements can be made.
Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. Experience with filmmaking, especially documentary filmmaking, is preferred. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office, other worksite, or interview location.  An interest in the work of Empower is a definite must, both for the organization and the intern.

A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action

- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Digital Videography and Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

- Access to video and editing equipment and software helpful, but not required

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Volunteer Coordination Internship – Recruit volunteers for the EMPOWERStudents!  voter registration and education activities, in preparation for the June 8th Primary Election.

-Under the supervision of Empower Staff, this intern will: 

· Outreach to individual students and student organizations on campuses throughout San Diego

· Recruitment of volunteers within student groups and community groups to assist in programs and events

· Community Events - Coordinating Empower outreach for voter education efforts at local concerts (with partner Headcount) and other venues

· Other related duties, including preparing outreach materials  

· Employ college websites, facebook, MySpace and Twitter to recruit volunteers for EMPOWERStudents!
All interns will participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.

Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week at least through June 8th, 2010.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the design of materials and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.
A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to take risks 

- Experience with community organizing, especially in underserved/low-income communities is helpful.
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Have affinity for working with innovative social networking tools 
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Fundraising Internship – Help develop donor services, innovative and social media fundraising vehicles, and research for potential grant opportunities.

-Under the supervision of EMPOWER Staff, the Fundraising Intern will assist with:

· Design and production of donors communications

· Development of social media fundraising efforts

· Production of solicitation letters to donors

· Production of acknowledgment/thank you letters to donors

· Maintenance of donor database

· Research of grant opportunities

Time commitment: (long term) Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week for at least 3-4 months.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.
A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to take risks 

- Experience with community organizing, especially in underserved/low-income communities is helpful.
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Have affinity for working with innovative social networking tools 
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Website and Branding Design Volunteer – Help lead the development of marketing materials including: branding, logo, brochure, and website design.

-In collaboration with the Communications Intern/Volunteer Team, the Website and Branding Design Volunteer will assist with the development of Empower's:

· Logo and branding

· Brochures for membership and program information

· Newsletter/e-newsletter design 

· Remit envelopes

· Event Flyers

· Business Cards

Time commitment: This volunteer will be asked to commit 5-10 hours per week to complete assigned projects.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the design of materials and timelines for completion.  Volunteer positions are available on an ongoing basis; if a volunteer is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the position beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Volunteers must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional.  Design experience, especially graphic design, is required. Experience with the Microsoft Office suite and design programs (such as Microsoft Publisher or Adobe Photoshop or Illustrator) is preferred. The volunteer must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the volunteer.

A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action

- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus
This volunteer position is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org

Oral History Filmmaking Internship – Lead the filming, interviewing, and editing for an oral history documentary about the local redistricting process in San Diego, duties include:

· Contacting community experts and elders for interviews
· Planning interview questions

· Conducting and filming interviews

· Producing and editing film to be posted on Empower’s website and YouTube

All interns will participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.
Time Commitment: Interns will be asked to commit to 10-15 hours per week for at least 6 months.  This will include meetings with other interns, staff and board members to discuss projects and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe, such arrangements can be made.
Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. Experience with filmmaking, especially documentary filmmaking, is preferred. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office, other worksite, or interview location.  An interest in the work of Empower is a definite must, both for the organization and the intern.

A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexible with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action

- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Excel in written communication and editing skills
- Digital Videography and Internet Tech Skills are a huge plus
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus

- Access to video and editing equipment and software helpful, but not required

This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Event Volunteers - Assist with tasks at organization events 

-In collaboration with the Event Planning Intern, Events Volunteers will assist with day-of tasks for events, including: 

· Set-up

· Food preparation

· Food service

· Registration tables

· Clean up

· Other tasks as necessary for each event

Time Commitment: (short term) Event volunteers will be asked to attend one event orientation and be available for at least 5 hours on the day of the event.

Qualifications: Volunteers must be courteous and professional. Some Empower events are more formal than other and interns will be asked to dress accordingly. The volunteer must provide his/her transportation to the orientation site and event venue. An interest in the work of Empower is a definite plus, both for the organization and the volunteer.

This volunteer position is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Language/Translation Internship - Translate organization materials and compose bilingual posts for website and social media sites

-Under the supervision of the Professional Translation Volunteer and EMPOWER Staff, the Translation Intern will assist with:

· The translation of Empower San Diego public materials including website, brochures, and flyers

· Advising Empower on culturally competent language choices for the given language

· Develop an Empower specific glossary of terms and phrases in the given language – Terms and phrases Empower often uses in their work

· Compose bilingual posts and content for website and social media sites

Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 5-15 hours per week for at least 3-4 months. Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.

Qualifications: Interns must be fluent in a language spoken by a population in San Diego.  Significant writing skills in that language are also a must.  The ideal candidate will be detail-oriented, methodical, and professional. Experience with the Microsoft Office suite is a plus.

Current priority languages are Spanish and Tagalog.
This internship is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.  Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!

To apply:

Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Policy Internship –Help lead issue and policy research for EMPOWER San Diego’s issue and education campaigns.
Under the supervision of EMPOWER Staff, this intern will:
· Research local issues and policies that have an impact on local democracy and the pursuit of a progressive agenda for San Diego
· Prepare issue/policy briefs and info sheets for community education
· Help guide the organization’s issue and policy stances
· Help develop online advocacy campaigns
All interns will participate in skills-acquisition and civic engagement trainings.
Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 10-15 hours per week for at least 5-6 months.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the design of materials and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.
Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of EMPOWER is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.
A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Able to research and summarize complex issues, debates and legislation
- Strong writing skills
- Ability to work with people from diverse cultures and backgrounds
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexibility with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus.
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish
To apply:
Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Community Volunteer Intern- Help lead and recruitment and guide interested candidates through the appointment process for obtaining positions on City boards and Commissions.
Under the Supervision of the EMPOWER Staff, this intern will:
·  Recruit new applicants for City Boards and Commissions Positions
· Research current openings on the City Boards 
· Provide information about the appointment process to interested candidates
· Guide applicants through the appointment process  
· Organize informational events
All participants will in skills- acquisition and civic engagement trainings
Time commitment: Interns will be asked to commit 10-15 hours per week for at least 5-6 months.  This will include meetings with staff and board members to discuss the design of materials and timelines for completion.  Internships are available on an ongoing basis; if an intern is a good fit for the organization and wishes to continue the internship beyond the initial timeframe such arrangements can be made.
Qualifications: Interns must be detail-oriented, motivated, and professional. The intern must provide his/her transportation to the Empower office or other worksite. An interest in the work of EMPOWER is a definite plus, both for the organization and the intern.
A successful candidate will maintain these qualities:
- Able to research and summarize complex bureaucratic procedures
- Strong research and writing skills
- Ability to work with people from diverse cultures and backgrounds
- Innovative and Solution-Oriented
- Motivated and detailed oriented
- Positive Attitude and flexibility with changing needs 
- Able to work well with others and alone 
- Not afraid to be challenged to think and take action
- A knowledge of San Diego cultures and community a huge plus. 
- Bilingual (oral and written) in Spanish or Tagalog a plus
To apply:
Send a resume and statement of interest to Emily Serafy Cox at emily@empowersandiego.org
Empower San Diego advances progressive values and fosters local civil society by promoting civic participation and facilitating collaboration among community-based organizations.








We seek to educate, inform and inspire youth, students, families and workers to become active in local policy and decision-making. We believe that an informed public capable of engaging local government will make San Diego a more sustainable and equitable place to live.


Empower San Diego is a small, grassroots organization where your participation will make a significant impact.  Come share your energy with us!


Volunteering with Empower San Diego is a great fit for people who deeply care about the betterment of San Diego and the engagement of its residents.











